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Well here we are almost 30 years after our first F-100 Show.  
When this was put together no one had any idea this would 
last this long. But what a ride it has been.

The First Show was called the Truckin Nationals River Run 
and was held in Lake Havasu City, Az. The show’n shine was 
at the state park out on the island. The host hotel was the 
Shakespeare Inn. The Arizona F-100’s and Westminster 
Chapter of Pickups Limited were the host’s for the show.  
Everything was set... all we had to do was pull it off. The day 
of the show couldn’t have been any better, but we figured out 
by noon that we had out grown the host hotel’s dining area.  
So the gang started having a “come to Jesus” meeting and at 
around 3:00pm, just hours before the banquet, the Moose 
Lodge agreed to let us use their building. The dinner was on 
and no one knew it had just been planned for this facility.

The next year the show was moved to the Nautical Inn which 
became its home for a few years. The facility was great. You 
could park your truck on the beach, sit on your balcony, and have a beer or two while having a bird’s 
eye view of the whole truck show right from your room. The dinner was held right there. You didn’t 
need to get back in your truck after you had set up everything for the show. Some don’t know but Steve 
Stillwell showed up with Larry Saavedra and they put on a show doing The Blues Brothers. Want to 
have a laugh ask Steve about it.

The show was then moved to the 
Queen’s Bay Resort aka Ramada 
Inn back then. It found a new 
home for the show on the golf 
course. Loads of great memories 
made at the Golf Course. The first 
time Bobco came to the show 
he had one of his first trucks on 
display that he had just finished. 
He was camping on the Golf 
Course in a motor home. About 
3:00am he heard something 
and jumped up to find that the 
guy in charge of turning off the 
sprinklers had forgot to do it. So 
everyone got to clean the trucks 
again. Also that year we hired 
a security guard for the trucks 
out on the golf course. I was the 
run chairman that year and the 

guard asked me how we wanted him to handle people coming on the golf course during the night. We 
told him that all these trucks belong to me until 7:00am in the morning and no one was allowed to 
move or leave with one without my permission!! Bet you hear this one coming. Well my phone started 
ringing in our room and had to make many trips down to the golf course with angry people waiting for 
me because the guard would not let them leave stuff in their trucks. After explaining to them the guard 
didn’t know anyone they calmed down and were happy we were trying to make sure the trucks were 
secure for the night.
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The show has since been moved 
to Laughlin, Nv. Then back to Lake 
Havasu City AZ, and now has found 
a new home in Anaheim, California. 
Orange County Chapter of Pickups 
Limited is now The host for the show. 
They have made it one of the premier 
show on the West Coast.
Many things are planned for this 
year’s 30th Anniversary Party. Don’t 
forget to stop by and check out the 
Show History Tent. We will have 
old t-shirts, dash plaques, even a 
full display of the original belt buckles that were the Top Ten Awards for years. There 
will be many of the old original members from Westminster and Arizona F-100’s 
answering your questions and having a few laughs about some of your favorite 
memories. I think all of you need to call and make a request that the Blues Brothers 
make a Cameo appearance for old time’s sake.
See you at the Show - Bill Lee
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Lake Havasu City Arizona was ground zero for 
Fat Fendered Trucks every spring. I’m not too 
sure how the locals took this but the truckers 
loved it. Some enjoyed the area so much they 
relocated here on their retirement while others 
had life changing experiences (see page 38).

Check out some of these photos and see how 
many you remember. A few of the trucks are in 
attendance here at the 30th anniversary event 
and looking as good as ever.
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